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Oil in the State of Texas
Introduction
	In the 20th century, most of the process and functions that require power are fueled through the use of fossil fuels. This creates a very high demand for oil and other related fossil fuels, making it one of the most valuable minerals mined. Owing to its high-value oil, oil and natural gas has various impacts upon the countries that mine it. The literature will discuss the oil industry in the state of Texas with the focus being on the beginning of the oil mining as an industry, how the oil industry in Texas has evolved over time and its current impact on the economy of Texas. 
	Oil can be found in most regions of Texas. It is ranked the most valuable mineral that is mined in Texas. Nearly all of the sedimentary layers under Texas, except those consisting of rocks from the Precambrian era, have been found to contain oil. According to the Texas State Historical Association, even prior to the European settlements in America, the Indians who were natives to the state of Texas discovered oil as it seeped through Texan soils. However, it was not until 1866 when Lynne T. Barret invented a technology that enabled the drilling the first oil well was at Melrose, in Nacogdoches County. The technology provided a basis for the development of modern oil drilling techniques. The oil industry in Texas was formalized in 1899 when the state of Texas passed regulations that defined oil mining as an industry. With the invention of the drilling of the technology and the definition of oil mining as an industry, more oil field continued to be discovered with the most impactful one being the Spindletop discovery in 1901 which provided the first active oil gushing well in Texas. This oil well was the first salt dome well that was discovered. This discovery was boosted oil production from 836,039 barrels to 4,393,658 barrels in just one year. Consequently, the first offshore oil reserve was discovered 1908 in Galveston Bay. Ever since then the oil industry has been growing with major salt dome wells being established all over Texas. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]	The Texas oil industry has experienced major changes since its beginning. One of the major changes experienced in the oil industry is the type of drilling technology used. Although oil mining technology has evolved, a majority of oil rigs in Texas are based upon the invention of Lynne T. Barret who introduced drilling through fixing a pipe to an auger rotated by steam-powered cogwheels. However, the concept of hydraulic fracturing, also known as fracking gained prominence as a more effective way of mining oil in globally and  Texas was not left behind. This method of mining was more efficient in the large-scale mining of oil, although it was invented in the 1800s and perfected in the early 1930's fracturing gained prominence towards the end of the 20th century, 1990s, and is currently the most common method of drilling oil used in Texas (Painter 30). However, additional drilling methods such as air rotary drilling, mud rotary drilling and direct push drilling have been employed in drilling to their environment preservation qualities.
	According to Hamilton, another change experienced in the Texas oil industry is the change in the type of dominance experienced in the oil mining industry. As Texas oil boom began the mining industry was flooded by individual small-scale miners who had come to Texas with the aim of reaping from the benefits associated with the black gold. However, as time passed, regulation on the oil industry and demand to produce huge volumes of oil as well as competition led to the oil industry being dominated by large oil companies like British Petroleum (BP) and Shell Company. This is because the companies could be able to comply with government regulations on oil and also be able to invest heavily in mining so as to be able to enjoy benefits resulting from the economies of scale.
	The oil industry has had major economic impacts on not only Texas but the whole of the United States. Some experts argue that the oil industry changed the economy of Texas. One of the major economic impacts of the oil industry is revenue generation. The taxes imposed on oil mining companies and installations with Texas are a vital source of revenue to the Texas government. These taxes are used in the development of infrastructure as well as the provision of critical services throughout the state of Texas. The second major impact of the oil industry in Texas is the creation of jobs. Oil rigs, refineries and oil transportation mechanisms create well-paying jobs to a huge portion of the residents of Texas. This serves to increase the standards of living as well as the per- capita income of Texas (Weber 1584). Thirdly, the presence of a booming oil industry in Texas meant that oil and gas were readily available in the state. This made Texas an attractive investment destination by a wide range of industries in the United States. This made Texas be one of the most industrialized states in the United States. Another impact of oil drilling in Texas was the decrease in dependence on agriculture as a source of revenue and livelihood in the state of Texas. Many cattle ranches were shut down and transformed into oil fields as the oil industry was more profitable than other types of industries in the Texas economy.

Conclusion
	Having discussed the oil industry in the state of Texas with the focus being on the beginning of the oil mining as an industry, how the oil industry in Texas has evolved over time and its current impact on the economy of Texas, it is clear that the oil industry has been in existence in the state of Texas from the late 1800s. Since the discovery of oil, there have been massive changes in the industry. The changes have been experienced in terms of drilling methods employed in the industry as oil miners sought to use the most economically viable oil drilling method. Additionally, changes in regulation and demand of oil have led to a shift in the industry's domination from small-scale miners' dominance to large-scale multinational dominance of the Texas oil industry. Finally, it is evident that through payment of taxes and royalties, job creation, and industry attraction the Texas oil industry has majorly impacted the economy of Texas. 
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